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TRANSITION YEAR

• We recommend Transition Year for most students

• May not suit students that school generally doesn’t suit. If they 

really don’t like school, it’s possible that an extra year is not 

going to be of benefit.

• Fact 1: Transition Year is good for student’s personal 

development

• Fact 2: Students who do TY do better in Leaving Cert than 

students who go directly to LC. (TY students get an average of 

45 points more)
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TRANSITION YEAR

• Myth 1: ‘They lose the habit of study’. Our 

experience is that this is not true

• Myth 2: ‘TY is a doss year’. Depends on the 

school. Not true in Kishoge CC

Detailed information session on TY 

next Monday 11th March at 7.00.

4



LEAVING CERT 
APPLIED 
PROGRAMME 
(LCA)
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Traditional LC is very academic

Leaving Cert Applied provides an alternative two-

year programme of study 

LCA focuses on a wider range of skills and 

abilities than purely academic success

Complete key assignments and tasks

For students whose experience of education has 

been a ‘can’t-do’ experience, the LCA focuses on 

what the student can do



OTHER 
OPTIONS 
AFTER THE 
LEAVING CERT
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PLC’s (e.g Ballyfermot College of Further 
Education)  – don’t require LC points 

Apprenticeships 

World of work 

Gap year 



SUBJECT CHOICES FOR 
THE TRADITIONAL 
LEAVING CERTIFICATE
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SUBJECT 
CHOICE
GUIDELINES

Most students study 7 subjects for Leaving Certificate

Irish, English, Maths, and a third language are core subjects for 
most students.

3 more subjects for you to select.

Every effort is made to ensure that students get their choice of 
options for Leaving Certificate classes (but not always possible) 



HOW DO I HELP MY CHILD 
CHOOSE THEIR SUBJECTS?

You need to consider

• Their strengths

• Their interests

• Their skills or aptitudes

• Their plans for the future, i.e. do they plan to go to 

college, what would they like to do? 
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WHEN CHOOSING 
SUBJECTS:

• Students should research what the study of each 
subject entails on websites such as 
www.careersportal.ie

• Students should research entry requirements for 
3rd level courses on the website 

• www.qualifax.ie

• www.careersportal.ie
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HOW CAN WE 
HELP?
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Presentation 
to students 
and drop in 

clinic

Presentation 
to parents 

Individual 
teachers can 

advise on 
their subject

Guidance 
Counsellors 
can advise 

about course 
requirements



SUBJECTS ON OFFER IN 
KISHOGE CC

Core Subjects:

• Irish 

•English 

•Maths 
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OPTION SUBJECTS

DEPENDING ON DEMAND EXPRESSED BY STUDENTS:

LANGUAGES

Spanish

French

Chinese

SCIENCES

Biology

Chemistry

Physics
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DEPENDING ON DEMAND EXPRESSED BY STUDENTS :

 
• Business     - Business 

          - Accounting

                      - Economics

• Social Studies  -History 

                          -Geography

     -Classics

     -Politics and Society

                           

• Artistic & Creative  -Art        

                                   -Music
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DEPENDING ON DEMAND EXPRESSED BY STUDENTS:

Applied Sciences

      -Home Economics

      -Engineering

      -Construction Studies

      - Technology

      - Computer Science

      - Applied Maths

      - Physical Education
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MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE

• Important choice as many 3rd level 

courses have a language requirement
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IF YOU SPEAK ANOTHER L ANGUAGE AT 
HOME YOU MAY BE  ABLE TO TAKE THIS 
AS AN EXTRA SUBJECT OUTSIDE OF 
SCHOOL SUCH AS RUSSIAN, 
ROMANIAN, L ATVIAN, ARABIC AND 
MANY MORE!

E X A M I N AT I O N S . I E



LEAVING CERT 
SUBJECTS ARE 
SPLIT INTO 
HIGHER AND 
ORDINARY 
LEVEL 



• To go to 3rd level College/university 

(TCD/UCD/DCU/Maynooth/TU etc)  you need 

Leaving Cert CAO points

• The maximum points possible is 

625

• All courses require different points

• Higher level subjects are worth 

more points & higher level maths is 

worth 25 bonus points for a pass 

grade above 40%

Points System



• Your TOP 6 subjects only 

are counted for Leaving 

Cert points for college 

• Different course require 

different subjects e.g. 

English, Maths. 

• Other courses need a 

Science subject

• Some course require Irish 

or a foreign language 



OTHER OPTIONS If a student doesn’t get enough points 

for their college course there are 

always other options available and 

different entry routes into careers 



COLLEGE MATRICULATION 
• Each college has certain subject requirements, 

without which a student will not be considered for any 
college place. (Irrespective of points)

• These are sometimes called minimum entry 
requirements or matriculation.

• Set subjects, levels (honours/ ordinary) and grades that 
have to be achieved by everyone.

• Places are then allocated on points

• Qualifax.ie/careersportal.ie or individual college 
websites (if clear on what you would like to study)



NUI (UCD, Maynooth University, UCC, 

NUIG, RCSI, NCAD):

•Six subjects, minimum of two Higher Level 

H5/50%+ (or higher)

•Pass in English, Irish (unless exempt)

•Third language needed for many courses (this can 

be a third language outside of school)

•Most science, business & engineering courses 

excluded

•Maths can be required for business, science, and 

engineering etc.



• Trinity College: 

 Six subjects, minimum of three H5’s

 pass in English, Maths and another language (Irish or 

  MFL)

• DCU:

Six subjects, minimum two subject at H5

  English OR Irish AND Maths.

• Institutes of Technology:

 Have different entry requirements for different courses-

check website, generally don’t have a language requirement



ESSENTIAL 
SUBJECTS

Science Subjects are required for MOST science 
degrees and medical/ health courses.

Honours Engineering Degrees require Higher 
Mathematics. 

H4 (or higher) in Honours Irish is required for 
Primary Teaching. 

Chemistry required for a lot of  Pharmacy, Veterinary 
Medicine, Dietetics, Dentistry courses



IN THE COURSES BOX SEARCH 
FOR A CAREER YOU MIGHT LIKE 
IN THE FUTURE E.G GAME 
(GAME DESIGN) & CLICK 
SEARCH 

• Don’t Filter by college 



THE SEARCH 
WILL FIND 
ALL COURSES 
THAT 
MENTION 
YOUR KEY 
WORD. 
YOU WILL SEE 
LEVELS AND 
POINTS 



YOU CAN FILTER BY 
LEVEL AND LOCATION 



I WILL 
EXAMINE 
GAME 
DESIGN IN 
TU LEVEL 8 

CLICK ON 
THE COURSE 
TITLE 



THIS WILL BRING UP A COURSE SUMMARY AND 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 



PHILOSOPHY IN 

MAYNOOTH

BIOLOGICAL AND 

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
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SOME COURSES THAT NEED 
A SCIENCE SUBJECT

Science

Some Engineering courses

Medicine (see college websites) 

 TCD – 2 Science

    UCC – Chemistry and biology or Physics 

    UCD- 1 Science 

    RCSI – 2 sciences 

    NUIG -1/ 2 science depending on course 

Dentistry*

Veterinary*

Pharmacy*

Physiotherapy

Radiography

Nursing

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy

Sports Science

Dietetics*

Optometry

* = Chemistry needed (plus another 
science in some courses) 



ART, PHOTOGRAPHY, FILM AND 
MEDIA

• Portfolio Required – outside school hours or portfolio 

preparation course

• Often want experience – may have interviews





WHEN CHOOSING SUBJECTS

What subjects do they 
enjoy?

What subjects are they 
good at?

Do they need a particular 
subject for a future college 
course or career? 



TO KEEP OPTIONS 
OPEN

• Take at least one science subject

• Keep your modern language

• Take 2 other subjects that you are good 

at, or that you enjoy and will do well at.

 N.B. - Points restrict entry to many 

courses more than subjects do.
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LANGUAGE EXEMPTIONS 

• Generally speaking, anybody applying to an NUI institution 

who was born and had all their education in the Republic 

of Ireland must present Irish (achieving at least O6 at 

Ordinary Level) for Matriculation purposes. 

• Students not born in the Republic of Ireland or educated 

for an extended period outside Ireland may apply to NUI 

for an exemption from the Irish language requirement. 

They must still study Irish in school, this is for minimum 

entry requirements only for NUI colleges. 

• Students with specific learning difficulties affecting 

language acquisition (dyslexia) may also apply for 

exemption from Irish/Third Language requirement.
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POST LEAVING CERT 
COURSES

   Post Leaving Cert Courses (PLC) are available in 
many colleges in Dublin and around the country 
(such as Ballyfermot and Inchicore). There are 
courses in almost everything you could wish for.

   
   Entry to these courses is based on an application to 

the college and an interview.  Not on Points!
   
   They can be used to improve your prospects of entry 

to 3rd level Colleges, or to gain a qualification and go 
directly into employment

   
   Courses are from 1 – 2 years, with qualification from 

Level 5 to Level 6.
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USING VSWARE TO INPUT 
SUBJECTS
The process is actually quite straightforward as you will see as you 

complete the following steps:

• Log-on to VSware using the Parent Log-on details that you normally 

use to check behaviour. (Please note that Student Log-on details will 

not allow access to option choices)

• Select ‘Student Options’.

• Tap on the first box and select your first-choice subject from the 

drop-down list.

• Continue and select your second choice, third choice….all the way to 

your eighth choice. It is very important that you select the subjects 

in order of preference i.e. the subject you want most should be 

No. 1, the second most important subject to you should be No. 2 etc.
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WILL I BE GUARANTEED THE 
SUBJECTS I CHOSE?

• The very best is done to ensure this but 

cannot be guaranteed due to:

 -demand

 -band

41



SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

• Monday 11th March: Parents’ Information Session 

re Transition Year 7.00pm

• Monday 11th March: Parents’ Information Session 

re Leaving Cert Applied Programme 8.00. 
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DECISION TIMES

• Friday 15th March: Closing date for applications 

to traditional Leaving Cert  or Transition Year 

or Leaving Cert Applied

• Friday 12th April: Closing date for traditional 

Leaving Cert subject choices
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