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ASSESSMENT 

March Assessment: reports completed. Student reflection & planning task Monday 14th. Reports 
to be posted Tuesday. 

STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH 

We have met with a Psychologist and Youth Worker from Clondalkin Jigsaw to discuss how they 
can support the school in relation to student mental health. 

Jigsaw will visit the school on 11th and 12th April and will talk to each class on the topic of mental 
health. 

Jigsaw are also available to provide a one-hour talk for parents. 

TEACHING & LEARNING 

The school is involved in a number of progressive initiatives in the area of teaching and learning 
and as result has been invited to participate in a novel training event whereby parents get the 
opportunity to see what 21st Century T & L is like. 

KCC have been invited to send two parents to Portlaoise for the day (9.30am-4.00pm) on 
Saturday 9th April.  

Workshop - Empowering 21st Century Parents - Heritage Hotel Portlaoise - Prof Guy Claxton & 
Graham Powell 

Workshop aims to: 

(1) Provide an opportunity for parents to experience what modern learning looks like in practice  

(2) Explore with parents the key role they can play as advocates for education reform 

1916 COMMEMORATION & CELEBRATION 

15th March: National Flag Day.  

27th April: 1916 Tour of sites in Dublin 

Students will get an outline of the history of the Rising in History, will look at the Proclamation in 
Ethics, learn and understand Amhrán na bhFiann in Irish and write a Proclamation for 2016 in 
English. 



POLICY REVIEW 

Both the Child Protection Policy and the Anti-bullying Policy were reviewed and adopted by the 
Board of Management at its February meeting. 

SCIFEST 

On the 25th February Kishoge CC ran its second SciFest@Schools competition, there were 45 
projects from every first year student and after a tough judging round the winners were: 

Best Effort: Amber Roche, Michelle Rapacka - "Mental Health and Horse Riding" 

Most Ambitious Project: Kevin Samaratunga, Trent Moses, Fabio Francisco 

6th Place: Adebimpe Onikan, Isabel Azu - "Are chess players really in it for the adrenaline 
rush?" 

5th Place: Emma Ashe, Kate McDonald, Astrud Maguire - "Mold" 

4th Place: Rebecca Ngoie, Lauren Dancis, Sorcha Farrell - "Code your way to grade A" 

3rd Place: Ciara Hearne, Leah McCann, Samantha Forrester - "Feelings about Football" 

2nd Place: Troy Kidpalos Martin, Alex Hreniuc "Does dust affect PC performance?" 

1st Place: Eiman Elsir, Laura Bello - "Inherited Genes" 

These students will now go to the regionals in Blanchardstown in May. 

Thanks to Micheal, Kristina and John. 

CODING 

Zac Reid came 5th in Junior Category and 24th overall in Ireland in the AIPO coding Olympiad 

in DCU. 

Thanks to Micheal Griffin 

ETHICAL ED PROJECTS 

Water Week (29th Feb - 4th March 2016) 

During the above week the school had a week dedicated to Water and the issues 
around preservation, waste and pollution. 

Each class group worked on their own projects for a number of weeks before this week. Students 
presented their projects to their classmates and tutor from 9am -  9.45am on the Wednesday. 
The class then by way of dotmacracy or as instructed by their teacher selected their favourite 
project.  

The projects that had been selected from each class group were then presented at an assembly 
to all of the school, by the students themselves. The best project from 1st year and then 2nd year 
were selected. The prize for the winners is a trip to Thomond Park in Limerick in April to attend 
the Annual WWGS conference. 



A speaker from the aid agency GOAL visited the school that morning. They spoke to the whole 
school about the work that GOAL undertake in relation to water. The GOAL representative also 
spoke about the more general topic of Syria and the background to the migration problem that 
faces Europe at present. 

Thanks to Michael Manners for co-ordinating the event. 

SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE 

Seachtain na Gaeilge: Seachtain: 7ú Márta – 11ú Márta: Gníomhaíochtaí: Tóraíocht Taisce, 

Céilí, Crannchur, Tráth na gCeist, Comórtas Postaeir (29ú Feabhra),  Cluichí ag am lóin le 

ceol, 1916 trí Ghaeilge – Múinteoirí Staire  

Ticéidí: cuireann na daltaí iad sa bosca lóin sna seomraí CT, scríobhann siad a n-ainmneacha 

air, overall prize from that – an rang is fearr – duais Óga Yoga. 

DEBATING CLUB 

Five pupils from KCC entered the National Junior MACE The Speech Competition. This is a 
National competition which invites pupils from 1st year to 6th year to choose a speech, from film, 
history, radio, television, and perform the speech and capture this performance on camera. 
Pupils also had to provide reasons why they chose the speech they did and why it is important. 
The work produced by Kishoge pupils was nothing short of outstanding.  

Last Sunday we received word that the top three candidates from first year in the competition 
all came from Kishoge. The overall winner will be announced this Saturday at the National Junior 
MACE final in Castleknock Community College, to which all three pupils have been invited. We 
have an all Kishoge final and that is a fantastic achievement.  

The pupils short listed are: Josh Ellul 1A2, Eiman Elsir 1A5 and Sorcha Farrell 1A1. Josh performed 
the 'Pandorica' speech from Doctor Who, Eiman Atticus's closing speech in the courtroom in 'To 
Kill a Mockingbird' and Sorcha the 'You burn with us' speech from the hunger games. 

We wish all three pupils the best of luck and eagerly await the results on Saturday. 

Thanks to Ruth and Louise 

PE DEPT 

Basketball Success: 
Basketball club runs every Thursday 16:00-17:00. The club is extremely popular with over 50 
students attending each week. 

1st Year Girls: The first year girls basketball team have progressed to the final after beating 
Rathdown 24-2, in the semi final. The final will be played after Easter. 

2nd Year Girls: The second year girls team made it to the semi final of the league, after a number 
of tough matches. Unfortunately, they missed out on a place in the final after a loss to Tallaght 
Community School. 



1st and 2nd Year Boys: Both the 1st and 2nd year boys have made it to the league semi final. They 
are due to play Fingal before the Easter break. 

Football Success: 

1ST Year Boys: The first year boys have had great success, making it to the final of the league. The 
boys played St Kilian's in the semi final, in UCD. It was a tough match, both teams equally matched 
but the boys pushed hard to win the match 3 – 2. The final will be played in the coming weeks. 

Girls’ Football: The girls’ football league is now complete. Unfortunately, they did not progress 
to the next stage. However, they finished off their league campaign with a 12-6 victory over 
Colaiste de hÍde, Tallaght. 

Running Club: Running club continues to be very popular, with over 15 students attending each 
week. Students are making great progress and can really notice the improvement in their fitness 
levels. They have enjoyed a combination of long distance runs and fitness circuits, alternating 
each week.  

Thanks to Rosie, John and Lorna 

Fitness Club: Fitness club runs every Monday morning before school. Students come and use the 
fitness suite. Taking part in a number of different fitness programmes. 

Games Club: Games club takes place every Friday morning. The students have the opportunity 
to come to the sports hall and engage in a number of different games, with their peers in a non-
competitive environment. The students decide themselves what they want to play etc. 

 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

65 First and Second Year students will travel to Delphi Outdoor Ed. Centre on Friday 22nd April – 
Sunday 24th April.  

All other students will go on a hike on Friday 24th April. 

ENTRANCE TESTS 

The entrance tests for students commencing First Year in 2016 took place on Saturday 27th Feb. 

Thanks to all staff and students who volunteered on the day. 

IPADS: EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY? 

The use of iPads in the classroom contributes greatly to the richness and variety of the student 
learning experience. However, as with most technology, there can be a downside to the iPad. We 
would argue for a move to educational-use only for the following reasons: 

 some parents report that for some students the iPad can be a source of distraction while 

doing homework 



 some parents say that they do not feel confident in terms of ‘policing’ their 

son/daughter’s iPad use  

 there have been a small number of cases where the iPad has been used very 

inappropriately. While these problems are not confined to the iPad (and in very many 

cases students have access to multiple devices) we feel it is important that a device that 

is central to the conduct of teaching and learning, should not be the source of these kinds 

of issue  

 the current configuration requires a degree of input from the class teacher to ensure that 

students are not succumbing to temptation in class. As a school community we need to 

ensure that teachers’ time and energy can be focused to the maximum extent on teaching 

and learning. 

 Current configuration also takes up a lot of the Year Head’s time as a high percentage of 

referrals to the YH are for iPad related issues. Year Heads will have 170 students to care 

for and their time is a scarce resource. 

In summary, we believe that there is considerable benefit to teaching and learning and to student 
welfare in confining the use of iPads to educational-use only 

 


