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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL POST 

Congratulations to Bláithín Murphy on her appointment as Assistant Principal. Bláithín will set 
the standard for future appointments to the AP position.  

MINISTER’S VISIT 

Minister for Justice and Equality and local TD, Frances Fitzgerald, visited the school today. 
Following a tour of the building Minister Fitzgerald met with all staff and students. Four students, 
Bimpe Onikan, Eiman Elsir, Katie Loughnan and Joshua Ellul welcomed the Minister and spoke 
about their experiences in the school. They talked about their experiences as learners, their pride 
in the new building, being the first students in a new school and the ethos of equality and respect 
within the school. The Minister responded to the students’ speeches and was clearly able to tune 
in to what Kishoge CC is trying to achieve. 

The issue of providing a sports field for the school was raised with the Minister and she agreed 
to work with us on the issue. 

PLAYING FIELD 

While acknowledging the state-of- art facilities that the school has been provided with we wish 
to launch a campaign to acquire a sports field adjacent to the school. Parents will be asked to 
raise the issue when they are canvassed in the coming months. 

ANTI-BULLYING  REPORT 

All students have been made aware of the anti-bullying policy and what to do if they are being 
bullied or if they know of anyone being bullied. 

There is good awareness among students of what steps the school will take when told that 
bullying is taking place. 

There have been no instances of bullying that have come to the attention of the two Year Heads 
from September – date. All students have been surveyed re are they being bullied and do they 
know anyone who’s having a hard time and no bullying issues have been raised. 

ASSESSMENT 

The Second Year Reports for Sept and October were posted at beginning of November. 

As part of the whole-staff assessment project the First Year students have only received 
formative feedback on their work since they started i.e. they have received no grades or marks. 



A new reporting template was designed to allow for more and better-quality feedback for the 
First Year mid-term assessment. The timetable was suspended to allow all students to reflect on 
how they were doing and to set down an improvement plan. The students were given their report 
and were asked, with the assistance of their tutors, to complete a reflection task where they 
identified what was going well for them and what required improvement. They then completed 
a short plan of improvement for November/December. 

The report, reflection doc and plan were posted home to parents. 

The end of term summative tests commenced on Tuesday 15th. First Years will get their first 
grades, marks, percentages. 

Reports will be posted home on Wednesday 13th January. 

PARENT – TEACHER – STUDENT MEETINGS 

PTS meetings were held over 3 nights. 

OFFICE 365 

All students now have office 365 accounts with 1tb online cloud storage (soon to be unlimited as 
Microsoft roll out this change worldwide). All staff have been instructed to encourage students 
to make use of OneDrive with instructions sent to staff on how to do this. Each individual teacher 
will engage with this as their subject demands (eg some subjects have a lot of digital work, videos, 
pictures etc will be using it more than other subjects).  

SCHOOL BUILDING 

The third (and final) phase of the building was handed over on Friday 13th November. All parents 
have had an opportunity to tour the building. 

OPEN NIGHT 

The school’s first Open Night took place on Weds 18th November. All staff, most students and 
members of the Parents’ Council did a great job promoting the school. The Second Years acted 
as student ambassadors showing groups of between 10-20 visitors around the school. The First 
Years acted as demonstrators in the 20 rooms that were open. The atmosphere on the night was 
very positive and parents and prospective students for 2016 and 2017 were very impressed with 
the building and facilities, with the staff and with the students: “Myself and my husband attended 

your open evening last night with our son, Luke, who is due to start Kishoge in September 2016.  We 

wanted to commend you on a very informative, well run evening. Our guide, Sasha was friendly, 

well-informed and a great ambassador for your school.  The facilities are fantastic but more than 

that, we saw enthusiastic, happy teachers and equally happy students.  The newsletter put 

together by the First Years was a very insightful and informative read and answered many 

questions and concerns my son had about starting secondary school next year….” 

We had 300 families through the doors – an estimated attendance of c1,000. 



POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

The Board of Management has decided that in the new year we will prioritise the Mission 
Statement, Ethos & Aims, the Attendance Policy and the H&S Statement. 

STAFF CPD  

Assessment (PDST)     

Microsoft 365       

Leading Learning (Mike Hughes)   

Education Law Update (TCD)   

‘Religion, Diversity & Publicly Managed Schools’ (ETBi)  

Leading Learning (Graham Powell)   

Teacch (SESS)      

New Junior Cycle (JCT)    

Junior Cycle English (PDST)    

iTunes U (DDDLETB)     

STUDENT COUNCIL 

The Student Council have organised that all students and teachers will go ice-skating on the last 
day of term. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

Joint training of Board of Managements – Kishoge CC, Adamstown CC & Lucan CC – took place 
on Wed 11th November in Lucan Community College. 

BUSINESS 

The Second Year Business class are running a school bank in conjunction with Bank of Ireland. 
Students can lodge money into their accounts every second Monday at lunchtime.  

Thanks to Fiona 

ETHICAL ED DEPT 

A meeting was held with World Wise Global Schools (Lizzy Noone) on the 4th Nov. A discussion 
was held around Kishoge CC's advancement towards attaining the WWGS Passport 
Certification. This accreditation acknowledges a school's integration of development education 
from a whole-school perspective. Lizzy affirmed that Kishoge CC has made good progress and is 
already on the way to achieving the emerging grade "Stamp" for the school. It is intended to 
apply for this and complete the application form early in 2016. It is also intended that the 



school will attend the WWGS conference on the 14th April in Thomond Park, Limerick, where 
students will showcase project work that has been completed during the year. 

Thanks to Michael Manners and Ciara Byrne 

CODING 

Second Year students entered into Google's "Call to code" competition. Zac Reid placed 4th. Zac 
through to All-Ireland final in Google HQ on Wednesday 9th Dec. 

Students will also be taking place in the Hour of Code, a worldwide initiative promoting coding at 
all levels. 

SCIENCE 

All First Years competing in SciFest competition. Research and projects have begun. In-school 
competition featuring all 120 First Years scheduled for late February. 

SOCCER 

Boys Football: The Boys football club is also still going strong with 30 + attending each week. The 
second year boys had two matches in the last two weeks. The first match was a loss away to St 
Laurences College. However, that was quickly forgotten about after the boys got their first ever 
win for the school team with a 5-3 victory over Greenhills College. The first year matches will 
start after Christmas. 

Girls Football: The Girls football club runs after school on a Thursday from 16:00 – 17:00. It is 
open to both first and second year girls. The club has also grown in numbers over the last couple 
of weeks and the girls are looking strong for the start of their season in January.   

Thanks to Rosie. 

RUNNING CLUB 

Running club continues to take place every Wednesday Morning 8- 8:30. The club has grown in 
numbers over the past couple of weeks with up to 20 students now attending. Some of the 
students have started to go out on long distance runs with John, while others stay in school for 
alternative running activities. 

ROWING CLUB 

Trinity College Indoor Rowing Competition: On the 13th November, 25 Students from first year 
went off to represent the school at the national indoor rowing competition in Trinity College. We 
entered 5 teams (3 boys and 2 girls) into the competition, who all performed extremely well on 
the day. We had all teams finish in the top 12 with one of our girls teams narrowly missing out 
on a 3rd place finish. On the day the students got a tour of Trinity College and received a talk by 
an Irish Olympic medal winner. Highlights of the competition were shown on RTE’s News2day 
Programme on the 16th November. 



Thanks to Rosie Cully 

DEBATING 

Debating is going very well. The pupils have competed in three inter-school ‘Maces’ – Loreto, St 
Stephen’s Green, Wesley College and St Conleths. The students are building up valuable 
experience and laying the foundations for an important school activity. 

Thanks to Ruth Murphy and Louise Murray. 

OLYMPIC HANDBALL 

On November 19th we had two teams (one male/ one female) compete in a  handball competition 
in Coláiste Cois Life in Lucan. The teams consisted of students from First and Second year. Each 
team had three matches competing against teams from Coláiste Cois Life and Maynooth. Both 
Teams competed extremely well the girls winning two of their three matches. The boys fought 
hard, but unfortunately didn’t get a win, but challenged all teams. 

The next Handball competition will be held in January. 

MATHLETES 2016 

All students will be encouraged to take part in Mathletes beginning in January.  

  


